CHAPTER X.
THE PLOVERS, SANDPIPERS AND SNIPES  (Charadriidce).

THE Plovers, with their allies the Sandpipers, Snipes,
Curlews, etc., form by far the largest family of Indian
waders, numbering no less than sixty species. These are
very diverse in form and size ; their stature ranges from a
fowl's to a sparrow's, and their beaks may be long or short,
and straight or curved up or down. Their legs also vary
in length, being usually on the long side, and very rarely
as short as a pigeon's ; the front toes have usually some
web at the base, but this may be wanting; or on the other
hand, they may be nearly as fully webbed as a duck's.
Their wings, too, may be narrow and sharp, or broad and
rounded.

Under all this dissimilarity, they have some points in
common, the chief of these being the peculiar narrow-
ness of the mouth, the corner of which never extends
further back than the forehead-feathering, giving a pecu-
liar "prunes-and-prism" expression to the bird's face
which characterizes it at once. Some other birds have
this short gape, notably ducks and parrots, but no one
will confuse these with the present birds. The wings are
always strong and at least moderately long, and usually
have the tertiaries or inner quills very well developed, much
as is seen hi ducks and larks. In the feet, the hind toe is
never well-developed, usually so small as to be useless,
and often absent altogether. The tail is always short.

It is out of the question to treat the rather monotonous
habits of all of these birds in detail in a work like this, so